
 

 

 
LEADERSHIP: Know the Way, Show the Way 
Danielle Hudzina, Principal 
 
 
Dear Vineland families, 
 
Welcome to quarter two of the 2019-2020 school year! Quarter 
one was filled with a lot of hard work, student engagement, and a 
little bit of fun too! We had a blast at the Heron Harvest and the, 
“Dare to be Different Parade.” We also celebrated Red Ribbon 
Week and had very successful PIE nights. Our students showed 
amazing growth on the i-Ready diagnostic last month. This is a 
direct result of the staff using targeted interventions and the 
students working super hard every day! We are looking forward to 
more growth and fun in quarter two!  
  
We are off for Thanksgiving break from November 27-December 1, 
2019.  The JDRF walk will be on November 26, 2019. Students who 
donate $1.00 or more can dress up in Super Hero clothes on the 
day of the walk. This event is a perfect way to “kick off” 
Thanksgiving break.  

This month is a great opportunity to share how thankful we are for 
our Vineland families. Without your support, our school would not 
be the amazing school we have today. I am especially grateful for 
the opportunity to be your principal. Thank you for your support of 
our school!  I hope you have some time this month to relax and 
"Sharpen the Saw" with your families.  

Have a great Thanksgiving break!  

Sincerely, 
Danielle Hudzina, Ed.D. 
Principal, Vineland Elementary 

 
Dates to Remember 
 
 

November 
 
11/5 PTO Meeting 3:15 PM, 
SAC Meeting 3:45 PM 
11/12 Leader of the Month 
Assembly 9:45 AM (by 
invitation only) 
11/15 JDRF (Juvenile 
Diabetes Research 
Foundation) Walk Kick-Off  
11/18 Mid-Terms Go Home 
11/22 DEAL/SSS Day 
11/22 Box Tops Due 
11/26 JDRF Walk 
11/27-11/29 Thanksgiving 
Holiday/School Closed 
 
December 
 
12/2-12/6 Scholastic Book 
Fair 
12/3 Leadership Englewood 
Education Day 
12/3 PTO Meeting 3:15 PM, 
SAC Meeting 3:45 PM 
12/5 Family Reading/Social 
Studies Night 5:30-7PM 
12/10 Leader of the Month 
Assembly 9:45 AM (by 
invitation only) 
12/10 Holiday Chorus at 
LBHS 6:30PM 
12/20 End of Quarter 2 
12/20 Uniform Free Day 
(students not required to 
wear uniforms today) 
12/20 Box Tops Due 
12/23-1/8 Winter Break/
School Closed    
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LEADERSHIP: Know the Way, Show the Way 
Jacqui Barber, Assistant Principal 
 
The beginning of the school year is a time to celebrate the successes of the last year and start setting 
goals for the new year. It is also the time to get back to setting the alarm clock, dealing with homework 
and figuring out how to fit in extracurricular activities. It can be a lot to juggle but if we are proactive 
and follow these Vineland Tips, we can make for a promising 2019-2020 school year!  
 

VINELAND TIPS for a SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Partners in Education (PIE Night): Be sure to attend your child’s Partners in Education Night. The 
evening promises to provide pertinent information about what is expected in your child’s classroom 
throughout the school year. Topics include homework expectations, Live School, Title I, and specific 
information about your child’s iReady data. Dates can be found on Vineland’s website, calendar, and 
Monday envelopes. 
 
Attendance: Student supervision begins at 8: 1 0a. m.  for those who would like to take advantage 
of free breakfast at Champs Café. Classroom doors open at        8:20 a.m. and the news begins promptly 
at 8:45 a.m. It is important for students to arrive on time and be in school all day every day. Absences 
can add up and just missing two days a month, means your child will miss 10% of instruction during the 
school year. During the month of September, students who are present all week with no tardies or early 
releases, will be able to participate in Vineland Elementary School’s Atten-“dance.” Students will have 
one minute after the news to celebrate their perfect attendance for the week, by dancing in their 
classroom. Your child won’t want to miss out on this fun opportunity! 
 
Stay Informed: Read the information that comes home from school.  Check,  sign,  and return your 
child’s Monday envelope each week. Check the school calendar for upcoming events, like our Vineland 
Facebook page, and visit the school website:  
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/2714 to receive up to date school information. Also, be 
sure to keep your child’s teacher informed as well. Remember to share any information that may affect 
your child’s school performance with his or her teacher. 
  
Get Involved: We have many opportunities for volunteering throughout the school year.  Even if 
you are unable to be here during school hours there are several evening events as well as tasks that can 
be done right from home. Ask your child’s teacher for a volunteer form and our volunteer coordinator 
will contact you about the volunteer process.  

  
Encourage Good Homework Habits: Help your child understand the importance of completing 
homework assignments in a timely manner. Offer assistance and encouragement but make sure the final 
product is a reflection of your child’s effort, not yours. Try to set a regular time and place every day 
for your child to work on homework.  
 
Make time for reading: Children benefit enormously when parents read with them.  Make reading 
together a daily habit.  Help your child acquire age-appropriate books about topics that interest him or 
her. Students should read for a minimum of ten to fifteen minutes every night.  
 
Be a good role model: Remember to demonstrate the importance of following school rules and 
procedures. The student Code of Conduct went home in the first Monday Envelope with your child. 
Designate some time to review the school rules with your child and discuss the importance of following 
these rules.  
  
What happens in the elementary grades sets a strong foundation for later learning. We 
embrace the task of developing our students to be lifelong learners and know that by following 
these Vineland Tips we can make the 2019-2020 school year a Win-Win for everyone! 



Kindergarten News 

 

We would like to start by thanking all of you for your help in making our first quarter a big 
success. 

November brings lots of fun and learning, too. We will continue building on standards taught 
during the first quarter as well as introducing new ones. We will be learning about Thanksgiving 
then and now, comparing, and contrasting them using our thinking maps.  Also, be on the lookout 
for information on Disguising Tom the Turkey.   This is a fun family project students can bring 
in to share with our classes.    
In December, we will be reading many holiday stories and learning about wants versus needs. 
We will have fun gingerbread projects and look forward to the next end of the quarter with 
our Pajama Day celebration.   

First Grade News 
 

Fabulous Firsties! 
 
Our fabulous first graders worked really hard during the first quarter of the year. When we 
return from winter break, we will be on the lookout for their reading to really take off! 
Remember, consistency is key! You can model good reading habits at home by reading with your 
child and engaging them in rich conversations about the text.  

Your child should also begin to routinely write an organized, well supported, 5 sentence essay 
on a given topic. Students will be expected to cite the article read by giving information found 
in the text.  

In math, we will explore place value as well as strengthening our solid foundation in addition and 
subtraction through 20.  

In Science, we will continue to get more familiar with the scientific process and start gearing 
up for our class Science Fair projects!!   

Being a first grader should be fun and your first grade team is dedicated to making sure our 
students are having fun and enjoying school!  

PreK News 
 
WOW!  The first couple months have flown by.  Mrs. Martineau’s class has just completed the 
Simple Machine study and is beginning Insects.   Mrs. Cunningham’s class has just finished the 
ball study.  All three classes have been talking about Halloween and Autumn.  
 
All three rooms had a Fall Festival on Friday, Nov 1st.  Thank you to all the parents who were 
able to come in and help out and those who sent in supplies.  We appreciate your support.  The 
Fall Festival is a great time for all the classes to intermingle and participate in different fall/
Halloween themed activities. 
 
Sadly, Mrs. Lemay and her family have decided to move back to NH.  She will be missed 
tremendously.  We wish them the best with their new adventure.  Until a new assistant can be 
hired, Mindy Wise will be subbing most days to keep consistency.      



Second Grade News 
We are excited to continue our learning.  In Reading (English Language Arts/ELA), we will 
continue working on grammar skills such as adjectives, adverbs, comparative, superlative, 
punctuating greetings and closing of letters, contractions, possessive nouns, ABC order, using a 
glossary and root words.    When reading stories we will continue to focus on characters, 
setting and events, key details, main idea, connection between events and concepts and 
describing connection between scientific ideas. 
 
In Math, we will continue strategies for solving problems.  Our topics include Problem Solving, 
finding unknown numbers, solving two-step word problems, adding 2 digit numbers, subtracting 
2 digit numbers, using addition/subtraction strategies with 2 digit numbers and solving word 
problems with two digit numbers. 
 
In Science we will be studying changes in weather, the sun, air, how to stay safe in severe 
weather, as well as studying matter and its properties.  
 
Our Social studies units will include Together We Can Make a Difference, History and Time, 
Technology, Explorers, North American Indian Nations, The Pilgrims Come to America, Changes 
in America and Changes for American Indians. 
 
As you can see, we have many fun things we will be learning about in the next few 
months.  Thank you as always for your continued support at home.  
 
  The Second Grade Team 

Third Grade News 
 

We can’t believe the first quarter is over and we are heavy into the second quarter already!  
 
In ELA, we will be focusing on regular & irregular verbs, subject verb agreement, & pronoun/
antecedent agreement in grammar.  
 
In reading, we will be discussing time and sequencing of events. We will also be describing the 
cause and effect in the story, discussing unfamiliar words, text features, and the author’s 
point of view in a story.  
 
In math, we will be working on multiplication, using order and grouping to multiply, and then 
using place value to multiply and divide.  
 
In Social Studies, we will be continuing to learn about Florida’s Physical Features & Landmarks 
on a map, as well as North American Landmarks, and natural resources.  
In Science, we will be beginning our focus on plants.  
 
As the holiday season approaches, please take the time to be thankful for your families and 
your children. As teachers, we are thankful for the children in our classrooms and you, their 
parents! Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
 



Fifth Grade News 
 

As we move into the second quarter, students are continuing to grow and learn.  In Language 
Arts, we are working on identifying the main idea and detail of nonfiction text as well as 
informative writing.  In Social Studies, students are exploring the U.S. states and regions.  In 
math, students are working on adding and subtracting decimals and fractions.  This includes 
using visual models, solving for an unknown value and finding a common denominator.  Students 
should continue to practice their basic facts to ensure success.  In Science, students are 
learning about different forms of energy as well as energy transformations. 

Fourth Grade News 
 
 

Fourth graders have been busy and hard at work on exciting new topics. 
 
READING-Students have been racking up AR points.  Please continue to set time aside each 
night for reading.  Just a reminder that iready at home is a great way to build better fluency 
and comprehension.  
 
Students have been learning inferences in informational texts.  Also, they have been describing 
characters, setting and events in a story.  
 
MATH- Students have been working hard on strengthening their skills in solving multiplication 
and division word problems. Since much of our math depends on knowing multiplication and 
division facts, encourage your child to review basic math facts at home. It is imperative for 
their math success. Next, we will be exploring factors and multiples. 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES-The students continue to be excited about the state they live in as they 
learn interesting facts about Florida. 
 
SCIENCE-We are studying ecosystems. Students are learning to identify plants and animals in 
their natural habitats and recognize the estuary that surrounds our community. Students are 
excited about the upcoming CHEC (Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center) field trip.  

Multi-Age Classrooms 
 
Gearing up for fall, the Multi-Age Classes are planning for many fun activities.  Mrs. Aynes’ 
class will be doing Santa Paws again.  They will be making dog biscuits and they will be collecting 
needed items for dogs and cats in the local shelter.  Mrs. Carter’s class is also planning to do a 
community service project.  Her students are doing research to see what is needed in our 
community before voting on what local charity to support.  All of the multi-age classes have 
been doing many hands-on Science activities, including making a hypothesis and doing 
experiments.  Stop by Mrs. Carter’s class to see their window Water Cycles and Terrariums.   
 
 



 
PE News 
 
Happy fall, Herons!   
 
Time is really starting to fly this school year.  This past month we spent a lot of time working on 
our Red Ribbon Week songs and dances.  We are extremely proud of how well our students did 
letting everyone know that at Vineland, we are drug free! Before you know it, we will be pulling 
out the winter coats and fur hats!  Okay, maybe not, but there are still some fun things coming 
up before the end of the year.  Before you know it, the Heron Hustle will be here, and we will 
start to prepare for the Hustle during PE classes.  We look forward to seeing you all and 
continuing to have fun in PE. 

 

Coaches Dando and Prummell 

Music News 
 
Kindergarten and First grade students are learning about pitch and how size tells the 
difference between high and low.   

Second grade students are discovering the difference between verse and refrain and how 
songs are put together.   

Third grade students are learning how to play songs on the recorder.  Ask them to play for 
you!   

Fourth and Fifth grade students are using a process to learn to read music!  They are working 
in small groups to learn to work together as a team!   

Chorus is sounding fantastic!  We are putting the finishing touches on our songs for our 
December 10th performance at Lemon Bay with the Ainger Jazz Band.  Put it on your calendars 
now!  You will not want to miss this concert! 

 

News from the Art Room 
 
Parents, thank you so much for all your support with the 5th Grade Tag Art program! Many of 
our students have been entered into our countywide art contest.  The winners will be announced 
sometime in early December. Square 1 Art is a fundraiser for the whole school to participate 
in. Do not forget to look through your catalog with your child’s artwork- kids can choose gifts 
for friends and family. A child’s personal artwork makes a great keepsake! The deadline for 
orders is Nov. 19, 2019.   
Coming soon - we will be doing our (Painting with a Purpose) for Relay for Life… Stay tuned!  
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Valerie Cotton 



 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) News  
 
On behalf of the Parent Teacher Organization, I want to say THANK YOU to all that came out 
to the Heron Harvest!  This was my first year running it, and I can’t thank you enough for your 
support.  A huge thank you to all of the volunteers.   

We will have a bit of a break until our next event, The Heron Hustle, which is January 11, 2020. 
The theme for the Hustle will be “Running into the New Year”. We also have a few meetings 
before the next event:  Nov. 5th and Dec. 3rd.  The meetings start at 3:15pm. 

Jen Monna 
PTO President 
 

The Family Center News 
 
Greetings from the Family Resource Center.   
 
We have just received a shipment of new books from Scholastic Book club.  Please stop in to 
check out some of the new selections for book check out, and a very nice variety of keeper 
books as well.  
 
We are kicking off fall with lots of special guests and activities.  Thank you to Donald 
Southwell and the Lemon Bay football team for coming out to visit with our families. Some of 
the players were former Vineland students and it was fabulous to see them come back as 
mentors for our younger students.   
 
We will be hosting a few more locals’ athletic clubs, as well as a very special guest in 
December.... You guessed it! Santa Claus himself will be stopping in to chat with our Littles, and 
to collect those Christmas wish lists.  
 
The family center is open each Wednesday morning from 7:40a.m -8:40a.m  
We look forward to seeing you soon.  
 

Nan Fetzer   
Title One Achievement And Family Associate 
Vineland Elementary  

STEM 
 
From the S.T.E.M. Lab with Mrs. Nayak… 
 
In the S.T.E.M. Lab, we have been studying everything from “Forces & Changes in Motion” in 5th 
grade to “Understanding Gravity” in 4th, “Animal Classification” in 3rd grade and Kindergarten (in 
varying degrees, of course), “Changing Patterns in Nature” in 2nd grade, and “The Sky & the 
Earth” in 1st grade. 
 
Thanks to all of you that share our interests when the S.T.E.M. projects or assignments come 
home. Your support is greatly appreciated! 



 
Come and Join the HERON HANGOUT! 
      
The Heron Hangout is Vineland’s extended day program where VES teachers and staff provide 
before school childcare and after school enrichment activities for kindergarten to 5th grade 
students.  If you are in need of an extended day for your child, or if you are looking for some 
exciting enrichment activities for your child, we hope you consider this beneficial program.   
The Heron Hangout provides: daily homework help; health and fitness; arts and crafts; 
leadership opportunities; organized sports with the VES PE staff (3rd-5th graders); computers; 
reading, math, and science learning activities; and much more.  AM care begins at 7:00am. PM 
care ends at 6:00PM. 
 
If you have questions about the program, please call the VES Main Office (941) 697-6600  or 
email Gina Dickerson (Heron Hangout Site Director) at 
gina.dickerson@yourcharlotteschools.net.     

Media Center 
 
The Library: Check It Out      
Gina M. Dickerson, Library Media Specialist 
 
As a result of the new master schedule, the rotation for classes to visit the Media Center has 
changed.  All classes, grades K- 4, have a set time to visit the library every other week.  I am 
looking forward to reading some of my favorite books to the students during this time.  In 
addition, more Open Media times have been added so that students can checkout library 
books.   
 
The library is open for checkout every morning between 8:20a.m -8:50a.m. There are 
additional Open Media times throughout the week when teachers can send students to the 
library to find books.  I am excited to help students pick appropriate, good fit books during 
Open Media. 

The holidays are right around the corner and so is our Scholastic Book Fair.  The fair will run 
from December 2nd to December 6th.  Students can shop the fair each morning between 
8:20am – 8:50am. The fair will also be open during the VES Family Reading Night on December 
5th.   The Scholastic Book Fair serves as a great source of income for the VES Media 
Center.  Thank you for your support! 

 



 

REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES OR THREATS 
 

Students, parents, CCPS employees, and members of the community have a responsibility to report suspicious activities and 
potential threats to schools.  Any suspicious activity or threat shall be promptly reported to one of the following individuals, 
agencies or reporting tools: 

School Resource Officer or local law enforcement agencies. 
School Administrator or any available staff member. 
The FortifyFL Reporting APP or  to the Crimestoppers Tipline (1-800-780-TIPS). 
Contacting the Supervisor of District Security and Emergency Management at (941) 255-0808 
Calling 9-1-1. 
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Vineland Elementary School  
Dr. Danielle Hudzina, Principal 

Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
467 Boundary Boulevard, Rotunda West, FL 33947 

1-941-697-6600 or 1-941-743-0188 and  Fax:  1-941-697-5902 
School Hours:  8:40am - 3:10pm 

 
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/ves (school website) 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/8 (county website) 

 
Vineland Elementary School Vision—Student Success 

 
Vineland Elementary School Motto—LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 

 
Vineland Elementary School Mission— We are a community of leaders and learners who em-

power greatness and celebrate successes.  
 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey 
Habit 1:  Be Proactive - You're in Charge 

Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind – Have a Plan 
Habit 3:  Put First Things First – Work First, Then Play 

Habit 4:  Think Win-Win – Everyone Can Win 
Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood – Listen Before You Talk 

Habit 6:  Synergize – Together Is Better 
Habit 7:  Sharpen the Saw – Balance Feels Best 

 

Charlotte County Public Schools 
School Board 2019 

Ian Vincent  
Cara Reynolds 
Kim Amontree 

Robert Segur, Chairman 
Wendy Atkinson, Vice-Chairman 

 
1-800-628-8938 or 1-941-255-0808 

Charlotte County Public Schools, Florida do not discriminate in educational  program activities, 
or employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,  national origin, age, marital status, or 

handicap. S.B.C.C.R.4.30(1) 
 

The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with  all require-
ments and  

regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Board  that no person in this  District 
shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender,  marital status, disability, or legally-

protected  characteristic, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to,  discrimination in any program or activity for which the Board is responsible or for 

which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  Policy 1122 
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